
Appendix A 
 

Reports for KBPC meeting on 23 March 2021 

Leicestershire County Council 

One of the top performing councils 
New analysis has shown Leicestershire to be one the top performing county councils in the country and 
reveals improvements in a number of areas.  Based on around 250 different measures ranging from adult 
social care, the economy and environment to schools, the research places the county council in second 
place behind Oxfordshire. To carry out the analysis, the council has used around 250 performance 
indicators from the last 12 months across 12 service themes - the data used has all been obtained from 
nationally published sources. 

In a separate independent analysis for the years 2017 to 2019 carried out by Impower, Leicestershire has 
ranked top for all three years as the most productive council i.e. doing most with the least money. The 
2020 rankings are not being published as they have been so affected by the pandemic. 
 
Highways 
The two rubberised speed cushions were due to be put back outside Ireland & Company on 15 March, but 
the work did not take place. I am chasing up the Highways Network Management team to see what 
happened and to get another date. 
 
Covid-19 
The case numbers have fallen in our MSOA, and at one stage were less than 3 over a 7 day period, but numbers 
have crept up again to 7 in 7 days with a rate of 57.7/100,000. The worst area is currently Melton Borough with 
a rate of over 200. Oadby & Wigston numbers are right down as are Harborough. 

Vaccinations are doing really well locally with all of the 50+ cohort plus care & health workers, the 
extremely vulnerable and those with underlying health or mental conditions, now being offered vaccines. 
 
Support for Wombles 
There are now a number of local volunteers helping keep our streets, parks and hedges clear of rubbish.  
These Wombles are to be congratulated. I saw photos from one of them recently where he had gone 
behind a hedge near the railway line and pulled out several bags full of litter – bottles, plastic etc.  My 
biggest concern is that people are still littering so in a few months time it will all need picking up again. 
 
Environmental Grants 
Residents and parishes are being reminded that they can apply to LCC until 25th June for Environmental 
Grants worth up to £3,000 to support local projects which help the environment and reduce household 
waste in the county.  I have passed the details onto Maria and Helen as we might be able to get some 
money towards the hedge laying on Warwick Park due to take place later this year. 
 
Elections on 6th May 
We have two elections locally on Thursday 6th May. The current Police & Crime Commissioner is retiring so 
a new PCC needs electing - covers. The original date was in 2020 but covid put paid to that!  The other 
election, which is my main interest, is county council elections on same day.  To confirm I have been 
selected as a candidate again but ultimately down to the 10,000+ electors of the Gartree Division. Just out 
of interest Fleckney residents will be voting on the referendum for their Neighbourhood Plan on same day 
too. 

County Cllr. Kevin Feltham 
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Harborough District Council 
 

D.Cllr Simon Whelband has recently advised that he has met with the River Welland Trust who are 

planning a project in Smeeton Westerby, by Langton Brook near Debdale Lane. They want to straighten out 

the bends in the river, create a wetland area and reduce flooding and would like Kibworth & Smeeton 

Westerby Parish Councils to get involved. 

 

Joint Recreation Board 

Open Spaces Strategy 
The board discussed the 1st draft of a detailed plan for Smeeton Road recreation ground at their meeting 
on the 3rd of March. There were a number of suggestions and comments which were fed back to David 
Keary (Keary Designs) who produced a 2nd draft with initial costings for consideration. 
At a zoom meeting on Monday 23 March to discuss the amendments, the board was supportive of the plan 
overall although the cost to develop the design were considerably more than envisaged. Several options 
were discussed on how to take forward the plan including asking David Keary to amend the plan to bring it 
more in line with the available s106 money. Another possible option is to do the plan in stages. 
  
The proposed plan is an ambitious, modern design which encompasses outdoor exercise equipment, quiet 
areas and wild flower meadow. The design reduces the impact of the tennis courts and ensures the 
identity of the land as a recreation space. 
  
Muga 
The area outside the MUGA is becoming very muddy. This may have the consequence of mud being walked 
into the court. 
Several options have been considered, however because of the surface water flooding risk, quotes for a 
slab path are being obtained for the area from the present square of tarmac to the end of the court. 
  
Melbourne Close Triangle 
Although this does not come under the remit of the KJRB it is a valuable small open space which belongs to 
the Parish council. 
Following a visit this week it was noted that the area was looking very neglected. The previous work done 
by the water board has left the area to the back of the land in need of remedial work. The hedge/fence has 
not been reinstated and the trees may need work. 
A visit to the site with the groundsperson will be made to assess what work can be done to tidy the area up 
and possibly consider the need for a new fence. 
   
Cllr. Pat Copson 
 

Joint Burial Board 
 

The joint burial board met on the 16th March. A list of actions that need to be undertaken was agreed 

including new burial register books, patching and replacement tarmac on some of the footpaths, fence 

painting, replacing the Notice Board, new combination locks for the other two main gates, a tree survey 

(last one was 2016), a turfing iron and an internal cleaning of the Lychgate.  A new bench, funded by the 

Betty Ward Trust, is now available to be installed by Deena with members agreeing there were sufficient 

other benches around the rest of the cemetery so it would best be located by the main entrance next to 

the notice board. 
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Deena has mended the big rubbish containers that had been bent over time, so that has saved us buying any 

more.  We’re still reviewing what can be done with the metal container next to the compost heap. 

Cllr. Kevin Feltham 

 

Grammar School Hall 
 

There were no updates to report 

 

Cllr Mark Newcombe 

 

Kibworth Allotment Society 
 

Tenancy 
All allotments are currently allocated. There is a waiting list of 8 applicants. Therefore the Allotment 
Committee will look to ensuring the tenants look after their plots this Spring otherwise they will consider 
removing and replacing 
 
Theft 
There have been further instances of thefts on the allotment with tools and produce going missing. The 
society has planted a line of “spiky” plants along the boundaries in the hope that this will help deter the 
casual thieves in future years. 
 

Cllr Amanda Bland  

 

We have received notification from Merton College that the rent will increase from £450 per year to £540 

with effect from 29 September. This is the first rent increase since taking on the lease and is calculated 

using the RPI. 

 

Maria Smith (Clerk) 


